Special Educational Needs Policy

Park School Day Nursery is committed to the inclusion of all children. We believe that all children have the right to a broad and balanced early year’s curriculum. We provide a positive and welcoming environment where children are supported according to their individual needs. The nursery is committed to working with parents to help their child reach their full potential. We will work with any child who has a specific need or disability to enable the child to make full use of the nursery’s facilities. 

We have regard for the Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Code of Practice 0 – 25years old (DfES 2014) on the early identification and assessment of children with special educational needs. We have adopted the SEN support.

Definition of children with Special Educational Needs (SEN):

“A child has special educational needs if they have a learning difficulty which calls for special educational provision to be made for them”

A child has a learning difficulty if they:

Have a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of children of the same age

Or

Have a disability which prevents or hinders the child from making use of educational facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in schools within the area of the local education authority.

Or

Are under five and fall within either of the two definitions above or would do if special educational provision was not made for that child. (Education Act 1996)

Park School Day Nursery aims to foster an environment where all children are:

· Seen as children first and included in our provision

· Treated as individuals and are encouraged to take part in every aspect of the nursery day according to their individual needs and abilities

· Encouraged and enabled to be as independent as possible

· Respected when care is of a sensitive nature

· Provided with the necessary equipment or support to access all activities and succeed

· Involved in play experiences which promote positive images and role models with additional needs

In order to meet the needs of all children, including those with SEN we take the following into consideration:

· Our inclusive admissions practice ensures equality of access and opportunity. Our admissions policy is adhered to

· All children, including those with identified SEN are admitted to the setting following discussions with parents/carers.

· Our physical environment is as far as possible suitable for children with SEN or disability

· Provision is made for a broad and balanced early years curriculum for all children and the resources, both human and financial, to implement our SEN Policy

· Working closely with parents to create and maintain a positive partnership, providing information on sources of independent advice and support through the use of SEND Local Offer.  The new look family services directory www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/fsd
· Involving and informing parents at all stages of the assessment, planning, provision and review of their child’s education

· Provide staff with necessary training to enable them to support children and their families. Our SENCo also provides necessary support and guidance to all staff.

· Liaising with external professional involved, including transition arrangements for example between rooms, other settings or school. 

· We work closely with the next setting to discuss the child’s needs and ensure continuity of care and information

· Using a graduated response system for identifying, assessing and responding to children’s special educational needs

· Other professionals are not contacted about a child without seeking parental consent unless there are concerns about safeguarding/child protection

· Make use of a 4 part cycle of SEN support to Assess, plan, do and review on an (ISP) individual Play Plan. 
· The need for regular review meetings with parents and professionals as necessary

· Ensuring the effectiveness of our SEN/disability policy and provision by collecting information from a range of sources e.g. ISP reviews, meetings, evaluating and reviewing annually

Park School Day Nursery will endeavour to ensure that all children are treated with equal concern and respect and are encouraged to take part in the activities that are provided. We will assess the specific needs of every child and take relevant steps to adapt our facilities and activities to meet the needs of everyone.

Where a member of staff has concerns about the development of a child in one or more areas, this will be discussed with the child’s parents/carers in order to decide on the best way to meet the child’s current needs. If appropriate, an individual programme may be set up for the child, which will be reviewed on a regular basis with parents.

Park School Day Nursery will ensure that:

· The environment is suitable for disabled children and those with SEN

· Staffing arrangements meet the needs of individual children

· Our written policy is available to parents and is consistent with current legislation

· Children with special educational needs and disabilities have equality of access to facilities, activities and opportunities

· Regular liaison takes place with parents and other professionals about the need for special equipment/services for children

· All information is handled and stored confidentially

The role of the SENCo

We have a named SENCo. They are responsible for monitoring the needs and progress of children with SEN. The SENCo will ensure that liaison takes place with parents/carers and with the appropriate professionals as well as ensuring that the setting is up to date with current legislation.

Our named SENCo is .............. Helen Page  & SENCo support………….Chloe Smith.

The SENCo is responsible for:

· Ensuring the staff are aware of the procedure if they have a concern about a child

· Attending appropriate training and sharing this with staff

· Co-ordinating the provision for children with SEN within the setting

SEN Support
Initial concerns are indentified and discussed with parents. Information will be collected to assess the child’s additional needs and to plan what extra help is needed. This is called SEN Support. At this time the SENCo may ask for parental permission to contact our Early Years Advisory Teacher (EYAT), who will offer additional support and advice to us as a setting. The child’s needs may be recorded on a document known as an Individual Support Plan (ISP). 

This will usually include:

· Short term targets which are small and achievable by the child

· What support will be given

· How often the child will receive support

· Who will provide the support

· How and when the child’s progress will be reviewed

· What help parents can give the child at home

The SENCo will discuss the ISP with parents and alongside the child’s key person record the child’s progress. The written evidence will be shared with parents and will help towards future planning. SEN Support will continue until it is no longer needed or if there are continued concerns about the progress the child is making at SEN Support, the SENCo will ask parental permission to seek further advice from external support services. 

This may include:

· Area SENCo

· Early Support Worker

· Health visitor

· Speech and Language Therapist

· Occupational Therapist

· Paediatrician

· Portage worker

· Educational Psychologist

· Physiotherapist

· Community Psychiatric nurse

· Child psychiatrist

· Specialist Advisory Teacher

· Inclusion Development Worker

The SENCo will draw up a new ISP which will include this additional advice. Parents will continue to be involved and the child’s progress will be regularly recorded and reviewed. ISP’s will continue along with regular reviews with parents, practitioners, SENCo and any external agencies involved.

Statutory Assessment

For very few children the help given by the early education setting through SEN Support will not be sufficiently effective to enable the child to progress satisfactorily. It will then be necessary for the SENCo and practitioners, in consultation with the Child, Parent and any external agencies already involved, to consider whether an EHC (Education, Health and Care Plan)  assessment needs to take place. Where a request for a EHC is made to the Local Education Authority, the child will have demonstrated significant cause for concern and evidence will be gathered to support the assessment.
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